
Alternate Format Textbooks and Copyright 

 

Why do I need to purchase my textbooks? 
 

The people who write textbooks and the companies who publish them are required to follow the 

Canadian Copyright Act and so are the students who use these textbooks! 

The Copyright Act is intended to protect the rights of the authors and publishers to ensure that books or 

their contents are not stolen or copied.  

¶ There are some exceptions that explain when it is okay to copy a textbook or part of a textbook. 

There is an exception that says you ʹ or someone on your behalf ʹ can copy a textbook in order 

to change it into a format required for a perceptual disability. This applies if you have purchased 

a copy of the book AND The book is not available to purchase in the format you require. 

 

What does this mean for me? 

1. Talk to us BEFORE you purchase your books. 

https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/C-42/Index.html
https://accessibilityportal.douglascollege.ca/ClockWork2/custom/misc/home.aspx
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